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The Fine Arts/Concert Series of Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Plano, presents the silent movie, The Parson’s Widow, accompanied by pipe organ, on Sunday, 15 January, 2012, at 7pm. Produced in Lillehammer, Norway, in 1920 by acclaimed Danish director Carl Theodor Dreyer, The Parson’s Widow (known by the Swedish title, Prästänkan) is a dramatic, yet humorous, portrayal of Scandinavian rural life in the late eighteenth century. The plot centers around a young man who, after applying for a position of preacher in a small village, discovers that tradition dictates he must marry the previous preacher’s widow. With subtle wit, gentle charm, a generous portion of humor and pathos, the director moves the audience to appreciate the plights of the characters. With English subtitles, this silent movie of 70 minutes duration is a tribute to the technological skills of the earliest days of movie-making. The programme is free.
The moving picture will be accompanied by Benjamin Kolodziej, organist, on the church’s pipe organ, to a score partly improvised but also utilizing music from Norway’s greatest composer, Edvard Grieg. Mr Kolodziej has performed solo organ concerts throughout England, in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and Norway, where he accompanied this particular silent movie in Oslo in 2010. He has performed throughout the USA, including concerts at Washington National Cathedral; St Thomas Church, NYC; and St Patrick’s Cathedral, NYC. 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Plano is located at 3601 W. 15th Street (near the Medical Center, one block east of Coit Road).  Information about the concert series is available on the church website (www.lol-plano.org) or may be obtained by request from the church office at 972-867-5588.
