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“Luther on Government”
“...and | will make boys their princes,
and infants shall rule over them.”
Isaiah 3:4

It is good to study
God’s Word and
make application to

Just
our lives. Our
study of | Peter on

-\ sy’
Sunday mornings

===z 2= has been profitable,
helpful, and, | hope,

enlightening. Peter’s insights on
“Submission to Rulers and Masters” in | Peter
2:13-17 generated a fair amount of conversation,
especially for our times.

As | prepared for those studies from | Peter, it
was also interesting to explore some of Luther's
comments on government, or the Kingdom of the
Left Hand. Luther has a way of going to the
heart of an issue and providing tremendous
clarity. And as Lutherans, we've known Luther
to be a most gifted theologian. However, Luther
also was a great statesman during his life in
Germany. For many in Europe, he also was
seen as a great political reformer.

In a sermon Luther delivered in 1520 he made
the following observations about Isaiah 3:4:

“From the beginning of the world it has been so,
and so it will remain: that spiritual and temporal
power is more often given to the Pilates, the
Herods, the Annases, and the Caiphases than to
the pious Peters, the Pauls, and the like. In
government, as in all other estates, there are
always more of the wicked than of the pious. It
is not to be supposed or hoped that we shall

ever have an entirely pious government; nay, if
good government or a beneficial use of power is to
be had at all, it must come as a gift of pure grace
or by special prayer and merit. For God punishes
wicked subjects by wicked rulers, as He says in
Isaiah 3:4 ‘I will give them children for prelates,
and their rulers shall be childish men. | will take
from them every courageous, wise, prudent, and
strong man.’ Since then, incompetent or wicked
rulers are a punishment of God and there are so
many among us who deserve such a punishment,
we must not be surprised if the government
wrongs us and abuses its power over us; nay, we
must wonder and thank God when it does not
wrong us and do us injustice.”

Perhaps we follow this Lutheran insight with the
classical catechetical question, “What does this
mean?”

For the most basic answer | see three directions
for our prayers. First, we must continue to lift up
our elected representatives in prayer, that they
might make wise and careful decisions about the
welfare of our nation. Secondly, we also must lift
up those of us who cast our votes at the ballot box,
that we, too, elect wise and Godly representatives
to speak for us, the people. And, finally, but most
importantly, we must thank God for the freedoms
and blessings He still continues to shower upon us
here in America.

Peace be with you,
Pastor Lindner
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4 October: LWML Sunday (Holy Communion)
Texts: Isaiah 52:1-10; Hebrews 2:1-13; John 17:1-
3, 6-8, 20b-26

Sermon: “Look to the Hills...God Reigns,” Pastor
Lindner

Sermon Hymn: “Our Father, By Whose Name,”
863

The adult choir sings of God’s eternal Fatherhood
i the anthem, “I Am,” tthe hymn “Children of
the Heavenly Father” and Mendelssohn’s short
anthem, “Lift Thine Eyes.” Guest musician Allan
Williams plays prelude and oftertory on the lute—
the harp-like mstrument played by Martn Luther
himselfl!

11 October: Pentecost XIX

Texts: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Hebrews 3:12-19;
Mark 10:17-22

Sermon:  “Not Everyone Who Says, ‘Lord,
Lord,”” Pastor Lindner

Sermon Hymn: “Salvation Unto Us Has Come,”
555

In addition to the other service music, the youth
choir sings the anthem “A Child’s Credo,” assisted
m musical, ushering, and greeting duties by the
seror high youth group.

18 October: Pentecost XX (HC)

Texts: Mark 10:23-31; Ecclesiastes  5:10-20;
Hebrews 4:1-13

Sermon: “Impossibilities Made Possible,” Pastor
Lindner
Sermon Hymn:

Above,” 736

“Consider How the Birds

25 October: Festival of the Reformation (HC)
Texts: Romans 3:19-28; Revelation 14:6-7; John
8:31-36

Sermon: “Distinguished,” Pastor Lindner

Sermon Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress,” 656

The chorr 1s jomed by orchestra as this festival
liturgy 1s enhanced by the greatest setting of
Luther’s “Battle Hymn of the Reformation,”
Johann Sebastian Bach’s own cantata #80, “A
Mighty Fortress.”

CHANGE IN MUSICAL REHEARSALS

In order to try to accommodate busy
schedules better, particularly for people who
participate in multiple musical ensembles, we
have consolidated some of our weekly
rehearsals all to Wednesday
afternoon/evening. We are in need of more
participants in all the ensembles, particularly
choir and bells, and invite and welcome any
who are wiling to work hard, whilst
experiencing great fellowship, in the service
of Christ and His Church. Our Wednesday
schedule is now as follows:

4:30pm: Recorder ensemble (Pat
Montalbo in music room.)

5:30pm: Handbell ensemble (Vicki
Frinsko in music room or church.)

6:15pm: Instrumental ensemble rehearsal
(in sanctuary as needed)

7pm: Choir (sanctuary/music room)

Sunday evening’s rehearsals remain the
same:

4:30pm: Jubilate Children’s Choir (music
room)
5:30pm: Youth Choir (music room)

INJ+
Benjamin Kolodziej
Organist and Director of Worship



Vol. 23, No. 10

LIFE LINES

October 2009

MUSIC AT MIDDAY ORGAN CONCERT

You are invited to the next Music at Midday
concert on Wednesday, October 7 at 1:05pm
featuring Dr. Kathy Johnson, currently
organist at Christ the Servant Lutheran
Church in Allen and formerly organist at
University Park United Methodist Church.
These 35-45 minute informal concerts are
held on the first Wednesday of every month
plus every Wednesday during Advent and
Eastertide. They are alternately educational,
devotional or entertaining and always feature
local professional organists performing a
variety of music suiting their own interests
and personalities. For a complete schedule
see www.lol-plano.org/musicatmidday.htm.

FINE ARTS/CONCERT SERIES
CONTINUES ON SATURDAY, October 10

This concert will feature the SunderStrings
Quartet, based out of Arlington, TX and
composed of a brother and sister violin duo
along with two more of the metroplex’s finest
musicians. These players have performed
with famous personalities such as Tony
Bennett and Bob Hope. They regularly
perform with various local orchestras
including the Abilene Philharmonic, the
Richardson Symphony and the Waco
Symphony. The quartet members each have
various experiences playing with local and
non local orchestras such as the Johnstown
Symphony Orchestra, the Williamsport
Symphony Orchestra and the Pottsville
Symphony Orchestra. The SunderStrings
quartet typically performs a wide variety of
musical styles with arrangements written
specifically for them by Greg Sunder, quartet
violinist, composer and arranger. This
eclectic concert will include music from
“‘Bach to the Beatles.” This concert is free
and open to all. Please visit www.lol-
plano.org/finearts.htm for more information.

Scandinavia Tour

You are welcome to join us as we tour
beautiful Scandinavia from 31 May until 12
June, 2010. Travel in comfort while we visit
historic cities in Sweden, the mountainous
fiords in Norway and cruise on to the final
Lutheran country of Denmark. These lands
are historically Lutheran and we will enjoy
plenty of concerts and churches. For details
and more information on this tour
coordinated by Eskin Tours, Inc., please visit
www.lol-plano.org/music.htm  or  contact
Benjamin Kolodzie;j.

IMPACT FUNDRAISER TOWARD
THE NATIONAL YOUTH
GATHERING

Do you have old
cell phones lying
around your house
that are not used?
Is it possible
someone you
know or close to
you would? The
Sr. IMPACT
" ministry is
collecting used cell
phones during the month of October which
will be recycled and possibly reused for 911
purposes. We can receive up to $75 for
donated phones. It does not matter how old,
worn, dirty, or scratched and dented they
may be, we will take them all. NO
accessories are needed; just the phone with
a battery. So, ask your family, friends,
neighbors, and colleagues at work if they
have any they would like to donate and help
raise funds for our Sr. IMPACT youth to
attend the National Youth Gathering next
summer in New Orleans, La. A tax
deductible receipt can be furnished for your
donation if requested. Look for collection
boxes at church labeled “Please put cell
phones here”.
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[WML NEWS

Sunday, October 4, 2009 is
LWML Sunday.

The ladies of LWML will participate in
both the 8:00AM and 10:45AM services
and will have information on joining
LWML in the narthex.

Tuesday, October 13, 2009

Please join us for our next meeting on
October 13, 2009. (LWML is open to all

ladies of the church.) We will be
putting together a quilt under the
direction of Dee Peters. (Ladies
regularly meet throughout the year
and make quilts which are then sent to
Lutheran World Relief at Easter
together with health Kits.)

Women In Mission - Lord Of Life

Soa 1ha Dot [

SAVE THE
DATE

On October 18™,
Lord of Life, along with other Texas LCMS
congregations, will observe Endowment
Sunday. Reverend Gary Pohl, current
Executive Director of Lutheran Foundation of
Texas will be our special guest during the
Sunday School hour. Reverend Pohl will
present an overview of deferred giving and
how it can benefit both the “giver” and the
future of our church. What will our church be
25 years from now? Learn how to support
new and existing ministries and the vision of
Lord of Life far into the future.

&%f— ;j Oct.ober

Z éﬁ?Birthdays

Adam Buckmeier-10-29-00
Mario Hysneaj-10-29-05

LOL CARE GROUPS

CAREERS IN CHRIST
¥ For info contact Heidi Pittson at (214) 227-
2532 or Carrie Sanford (972) 447-9358

EMPTY NESTERS’ CARE GROUP

¥ For info contact Tony and Nevelle Vess at
(972) 931-5748

T Meet Oct. 16 at LOL for Bible study and
fellowship

GOOD NEWS CARE GROUP

¢ For info contact Chris Oltmann at (972) 727-
6330

% Usually meet the 2" Sat. of each month at
6:30 PM for Bible study

MIXED BLESSINGS

% For info contact Fred and Ruth Bernhardt at
(972) 398-0771

% Meet Oct. 24 at 6:30 PM at the Berhardt’s for
Bible study and fellowship

MOMS’ GROUP
% For info contact Kris Crabtree at (214) 705-
0710 or crabtreefive@sbcglobal.net

% Usually meet the 3™ Sat. of each month at
9:30 AM




Vol. 23, No. 10 LIFE LINES October 2009

| always get a feeling of being refreshed when October comes around each year; the anticipation of cooler
weather, trick or treating (if you still enjoy it), and the excitement of the holiday season just around the corner.
Well, things have certainly picked up in our youth ministry since last month. | am thrilled to tell you that the
Board of Youth Ministry has set a goal to attend the National Youth Gathering (NYG) in New Orleans next
summer. This is an occasion for youth and adults to boldly come together in the name of Jesus Christ to
proclaim, celebrate, and witness their salvation through Him, rejoice in the fellowship of their Church, and be
affrmed and nurtured in their lives as God’s people through Word and Sacrament. It will be held at the
downtown convention centers and at the Superdome on July 17-21, 2010. It seems like a long time until then
and quite early to begin thinking about it now. However, registration opened for the NYG just over two weeks
ago on September 14. There is going to be an estimated 30,000 LCMS youth and adults attending this event
which only happens once every three years. So, for some of our IMPACT youth, it may be the only chance for
them to experience this event during their high school years.

We are making arrangements to possibly travel with other local LCMS youth groups to New Orleans which will
make for a great opportunity to meet and interact with other Lutheran teenagers. Fundraising for this trip will
begin this month with a cell phone drive. Collection boxes will be placed throughout the church for your
donations. There will be other fundraising events over the course of the next 8 months to achieve our goal of
being in New Orleans next summer, so watch for more details to come.

This month will also mark the return of our teens to be involved in leading a Sunday morning worship service.
The Sr. IMPACT youth will take on the roles of greeting, ushering, reading, singing, and instrumentalists for
both services on October 11. This will be happening more often as Sr. and Jr. IMPACT have the opportunity to
serve in worship as it becomes part of a scheduled rotation. It also gives you, the members of Lord of Life, a
chance to get to know these better and see just how special they are.

The Jr. IMPACT youth will have an event on Oct 25 in which they will be going rock climbing. Time and location
are to be determined, so watch for more information about it.

It is my pleasure to once again introduce a new member to the Board of Youth Ministry. Kristin Bell has come
along side to be a part of our young people’s lives and has shown a lot of enthusiasm toward our activities and
getting the youth involved. Kristin has helped with organizing the decoration of the collection boxes for our cell
phone drive and is putting together a keep-in-touch list just for our IMPACT groups.

There is a lot happening in Youth Ministry and | ask that you keep praying for the spiritual growth and well
being of our kids and that they will be able to make an IMPACT in their church, school, community, and with
each other!

OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS;
October 7 — Jr. confirmation with dinner
October 11 — Sr. IMPACT worship Sunday
October 25 — Jr. IMPACT event; rock climbing

DID YOU KNOW...

John Ehrett took a trip to Colorado this past August where he went hiking, rock climbing, and white water
rafting with his Boy Scout troop and subsequently attended Summit Ministries; a Christian worldview camp in
Colorado Springs. He went on to participate in debate camp, also in Colorado Springs. His brother, Pete Ehrett,
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout on Sunday, Sept. 13, at Lord of Life. For his Eagle Scout project, Pete
organized and lead a group of scouts to install all of the landscaping around the new office building. Way to go
and job well done to both of you!

PRAYER FOR THE MONTH - (For faith, hope, and love)
Almighty God, grant us steadfast faith in Jesus Christ. a cheerful hope in your mercy, and a sincere love for
You and one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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& Birthdays
Chris Boyd
Curtis Peters
Frank Edelmann
James & Jan Wood (39)
Heidi Pittson
Eddie & Rene’ Bell (23)
John Belcher
Norma Martin
Carol Noé
Gary Nuschler
Bennie & Paula Lowery (2)
Eddie Bell
Georgianna Womak
Kathy Wilde
Joel Barnard
Don Liefer
Adam Buckmeier
Paul Krehmeyer
Jody Ennen
Mariah Curry
Tamyshia Curry
Gay Stueckler
Al & Mollie Manning (34)
Rueben & Bette Martin (23)
Clara Helmbright
Diane Wollert
Tom Kun
Bob & Dolores Stormont (67)
Eric & Julie Baker (8)
Karthren Cornish
Ruth Bernhardt

Jonah Carter

The Man, Martin Luther

The weekend of November 6-8 promises to
be a special time for us at Lord of Life.
Three boards have teamed up to offer a
variety of educational and entertaining
events; the Board of Adult Education, the
Board of Family Ministry, and the Board of
Outreach.

Some of you may remember and
participated in the C.S. Lewis Workshop we
offered back in February this year with Dr.
Joel Heck. Once again we are bringing Dr.
Heck back to LOL to lead a workshop on Dr.
Martin Luther. His workshop will be offered
on Saturday, November 7" from 1 to 5 PM.
He will focus on three topics:

a) “The Man, Martin Luther: A Fifteenth
Century C.S. Lewis”

b) “The Major Events of Reformation”

c) “Life in Sixteenth Century Europe”

On Sunday morning during our Adult Bible
Class time, Dr. Heck will address
“International Politics and Religion.”

Our Board of Family Ministry will host the
showing of the film, “Luther”, staring Joseph
Fiennes on Friday night, November 6" in our
Fellowship Hall. This PG-13 film has
become a classic in Lutheran circles and
was a film Dr. Heck suggested we show
prior to this workshop.

Then on Saturday night, Allen Lemke will
give an original one-man portrayal of Martin
Luther. Lemke received his BA in Dramatic
Art from the University of lowa. He has
worked professionally for the Guthrie
Theater in Minneapolis. His portrayal will
cover many aspects of Luther’s life, from his
childhood, early education. His trip to
Rome, the tribunal in the city of Worms, to
the reforms he began in worship, liturgy, and
music.

Look for more information in the weeks to
come, as we plan this Luther Weekend for
you and your friends.
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Serving in Worship in October
October 4 October 11 October 18 October 25
8:00 AM | 10:45AM 8:00 AM | 10:45 AM 8:00AM | 10:45 AM 8:00 AM 10:45 AM
Elder T. Womack D. Hite J. Roberts T. Kowalke
Common| B. Lutek D. Peters
Cup|
Altar Bette Martin and Nelda Schrank
Acolyte] K. Tabor C. Paradise Youth Youth B. Lund A. Raj C. Peters A. Belcher
Crucifer| B. Lund A. Belcher Youth Youth K. Tabor G. Abel C. Paradise | M. Prestemon
Greeter] Burlingame McVicker Youth Youth Schrank Scaglione Sparks Manning
Reader| LWML LWML Youth Youth A. Thiel D. Hall D. Wilde | J. Beckemeier
Sound Daniel Brandon Daniel Rick Brian Doug Daniel Brandon
Children's Youth Youth
Messagel
Usher LWML LWML Youth Youth Nance Rogers Schrank Lowecke
Parrent Berger Hacker Buckmeier
Oltmann Crabtree
January - August 2009
ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE
RECEIPTS:  Regular Offerings $408,211 $368,125 $40,086
Other $1,317 $880 $437
TOTAL RECEIPTS $409,529 $369,005 $40,524
TOTAL EXPENSES $382,713 $377,237 $5,476
RECEIPTS OVER EXPENSES $26,815 ($8,232)  $35,047
OTHER INFORMATION
1. General Operating Fund Balance $26,760
2. Dedicated Funds Balance $104,126
3. Building Note Balance $1,433,003




Flu Shots
Electoral Circuit
Mtg.
LWML Sunday

4:30 PM Children Choir

5:30 PM Youth Choir
6:00 PM Instrumental
Rehearsal

Sr. IMPACT Sunday
and Lunch out

4:30 PM Children Choir

9:30 AM Gary Pohl,
Lutheran foundation of
TX: Endowment Funds

5:30 PM Youth Choir

5:30 PM Jr. IMPACT
event

Reformation Sunday

7:00 PM ESL

7:00 PM ESL

Columbus Day

7:00 PM ESL

7:00 PM ESL

7:00 PM Outreach
7:00 PM Brownie Par-
ent Meeting

7:30 PM Joint Mtg: Out-

reach, Fam Min,
Education

7:00 PM Bd of Elders

7:00 PM Endowment
Committee

7:00 PM LWML

9:30 AM Morning
Braille Ministry @
Messiah

7:00 PM Endowment
Committee

7:00 AM Men’s Min Break-
fast & Bible Study - St.
Paul

8:30 AM Troop #8638 Mtg.

6:00 PM Sr. IMPACT Mtg.

7:00 PM Bd. of Prop.  6:30 PM Mom'’s Night
7:00 PM Stephen Min. Out
Supervisory

1:00 PM Midday
Organ Concert
4:30 PM Recorder Ens. 7:00 PM Homebound
5:30 PM Handbell Visitation Ministry ers
6:00 PM Brownie Mtg. ~ Workshop
6:00 PM Jr. Conf. w/dinner
7:00 PM Adult Choir

. _ 9:00 AM Comfort Makers
9:00 AM Comfort Mak 7:00 PM Concert Series -

Strings for All Seasons

4:30 PM Recorder Ens. 7:00 PM Admin Coun-
5:30 PM Handbell cil

6:30 PM Jr. Conf.

7:00 PM Adult Choir

6:00 PM Empty
Nesters @LOL

4:30 PM Recorder Ens. 7:00 PM Evening
5:30 PM Handbell
6:00 PM Brass Rhrs.
6:30 PM Jr. Conf.
7:00 PM Adult Choir

9:00 AM Comfort Mak- 6:30 PM Mixed Bless-
Braille Ministry @ ers ings Care Group
Messiah

4:30 PM Recorder
Ensemble
5:30 PM Handbell
6:00 PM Brownie Mtg.
6:00 PM Brass Rhrs.
6:30 PM Jr. Conf.

7:00 PM Adult Choir
Halloween

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES IS THE 15TH



