Lord of Life Lutheran Church Music Ministries

Present

Artistic Italy & Majestic Switzerland
May 28 – June 9, 2012

Visiting: Rome, Florence, Venice, Lucerne, Zurich and more

$3999.00 per person from Dallas based on double occupancy

To make a reservation, please contact:

Benjamin Kolodziej



Eskin Tours International

Director of Music




(800) 315-9179

(214) 675-0807




email: eskintours@sbcglobal.net

Email: Bkolodzi@smu.edu






Artistic Italy & Majestic Switzerland

EXCLUSIVE TOUR FEATURES:

· Air transportation from Dallas to Rome and return from Zurich on Delta Airlines regular scheduled flights.

· 11 nights of hotel accommodations in First Class hotels as follows:

· 2 nights Rome, Italy

· 2 nights Montecatini (Tuscany), Italy

· 2 nights Padova (Veneto), Italy

· 1 night Lugano, Switzerland

· 2 nights Lucerne

· 2 nights Zurich

· Breakfast daily

· 4 dinners

· Sightseeing daily as described in the itinerary.

· Entrance fee to the Vatican Museum.

· Entrance fee to the Academia in Florence

· Specialty tasting in Parma

· Gondola Ride in Venice

· Lake Cruise on Lake Lugano

· Full day scenic mountain tour in Switzerland including train ride.

· Porterage of one suitcase per person at all hotels.

· Current airline fuel surcharges of $420.00 subject to change.

· Full time English speaking tour director.

Not included: US and foreign departure taxes of approx. $ 90.00 per person, tips to guides and drivers, beverages with included dinners.

May 28 – Dallas en route

Depart Dallas on Delta Airlines for Atlanta and continue by a connecting flight to Rome.

May 29 – Rome

Upon arrival in Rome, you are welcomed by your tour director.   Embark on a guided panoramic orientation tour of the Eternal City, which will introduce you to tableau of Rome’s varied colors along the streets steeped in ancient history.  Visit the Coliseum, the Roman Forum, and drive through Piazza Venezia, the Capitoline Hill and on to Castel Sant’Angelo.  Overnight is in Rome. Dinner is included. (D)

May 30 – Rome

Enjoy a guided tour of the Vatican Museums, a group of impressive edifices with hundreds of rooms, halls, galleries, libraries, and chapels, overflowing with art treasures. The ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo’s masterpiece painting, is bound to be the highlight of this tour. You then enter the largest church in Christendom – St. Peter’s Basilica. Marvel at Michelangelo’s Pieta and Bernini’s amazing bronze canopy. From here, you will be on your own for the remainder of the day to do some shopping. (B)
May 31 – Rome/Orvieto/Montecatini (Tuscany)

Depart Rome this morning and head to Orvieto reachable only by a funicular, Orvieto is the perfect example of the Umbrian hill top town. Perched high in the cliffs, Orvieto is steeped in history dating back to the Etruscans; however, its most important attraction is the magnificent Duomo. Here, your escort will lead you to the cathedral, as you may choose to visit it on your own.  Enter the cathedral from its stunning façade and large bronze doors to the elegant frescoes by Fra Angelico and Luca Signorelli, located in the Cappella della Madonna di San Brizio. Long-considered a gem of early Renaissance architecture, the Duomo of Orvieto still remains one of Italy’s most beautiful cathedrals. While in Orvieto, enjoy lunch on your own, before you continue to Montecatini. A lovely Spa town known for its beautiful parks and therapeutic water.  Arrive in the late afternoon. After check-in at your hotel, you will have some time to relax as the balance of the day at leisure.  Dinner and overnight. (B&D)
June 01 - 
Montecatini Terme / Florence / Montecatini Terme

This morning, travel to Florence where your guided walking tour includes the main square to admire the magnificent Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore, crowned by Brunelleschi’s famous dome and flanked by Giotto’s Bell Tower, the adjacent Baptistery where you will have a chance to see Ghiberti’s “Gates of Paradise,” and the Signoria Square with its many sculptures and famous cafes.  Included in the tour is a visit to the Galleria dell’Accademia, where Michelangelo’s David is on display. Free time for further exploration, or shopping before you return to Montecatini for overnight. (B)

June 02 – Montecatini/Bologna/ Parma /Padova

This morning, after breakfast at the hotel, check out and board your motor coach bound for 

Veneto Region. Enjoy the drive through picturesque hills and valleys .Along the way, we 

make a stop in Bologna where we enjoy a guided walking tour of the city.

Next we stop in Parma in the region of Emilia-Romagna.  Here enjoy a 

Tasting of some of the products produced here that are known throughout the world – 

Parma Ham or Parmesan Cheese in Parma.  Continue to Padova for overnight. (B)

June 03 – Padova/Venice/Padova

This morning motor coach to where you board a Vaporetto to San Marco Square. There, you meet up with a local guide who will take you on a walking tour around this very unique city. You visit St. Marco’s Basilica, walk over small bridges to the Bridge of Sighs, and past winding waterways to Rialto Bridge. Here, you admire all sorts of Italian products from fresh fruits and vegetables to clothing and leather. Included is a gondola ride to explore the many canals of Venice before you have free time to explore the many streets of Venice. Return to Padova in the early evening.  (B)
June 04 – Padova/Verona/Lugano

Depart for Verona where your tour director will take you around Juliet's hometown. You'll

see the Roman Amphitheater, the Piazza delle Erbe, the Duomo And Juliet's balcony. 

Continue to Lugano, the most famous resort in southern Switzerland.  Enjoy a lake cruise

and take in the spectacular scenery of Lake Lugano.  (B)

June 05 – Lugano/Lucerne

Today we drive further into Switzerland admiring majestic scenery.  Stop in the charming 

town of Weggis on Lake Lucerne.  Enjoy a tour of the region before continuing to Lucerne 

for dinner and overnight.  (B&D)

June 06 – Lucerne (Mountains excursions).

This full-day excursion from Lucerne starts with a coach ride through Switzerland's scenic

countryside to the enchanting Alpine world of the Bernese Oberland. After a short interlude 

in Interlaken you'll travel to Lauterbrunnen. Here you'll board the Wengernalp rack

railway for a 45-minute trip through idyllic Alpine meadows and forests to the little village 

of Wengen, and then further on up to Kleine Scheidegg (6,762 feet). Bring your camera, as 

the panoramic mountain views of Mts. Eiger, Monch and Jungfrau from here are 

magnificent. The imposing Eiger North Face is within touching distance! You'll have free 

time for lunch, to relax or do some hiking on the well-signed hiking trails for all levels of

competence. The unaccompanied trip back down to the valley follows the north-west

slopes of the Eiger to the famous resort of Grindelwald. (During the winter season the tour

is fully guided, including the down-hill train ride to Grindelwald.) You'll return to Lucerne 

in the early evening. (B)

June 7 - Lucerne/Zurich

This morning you explore Lucerne on a guided tour of the city. You'll visit the Medieval 

squares of the Old Town, cross the famous wooden Chapel Bridge, and visit the 17th
Century Jesuit Church and the Lion Monument, probably Switzerland's most visited

monument.  After time for lunch, continue to Zurich for overnight.  (B)
June 08 – Zurich

Discover this unique city, several times winner of the award "City of Best quality of life".

See the castle-like National Museum, the shopping and business centre on Bahnhofstrasse, 

the Limmatquai with its medieval Old Town and view to the Lindenhof, where the brave 

women of Zurich saved the city from the invaders, the largest church clock-face of Europe 

on St. Peter, the patriarchal Guild Houses, the Opera house with its famous June-Festivals, 

the lake (picture stop). Additional highlights are the University and the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology (ETH Zürich). Its most famous student and professor was Albert 

Einstein. Finally there will be a stop in the Old Town at Fraumünster Church, 

where you will admire the world-famous Chagall-Windows with detailed explanations. 

After a short introduction to the Old Town the city you will have the rest of the afternoon at 

leisure. Meet for your farewell dinner this evening. (B&D)
June 09 -  Zurich/Dallas. 

Depart Zurich on Delta Airlines to Atlanta, where you clear Customs before continuing to 

Dallas with unforgettable memories of your tour. 

“Welcome Home”

TOUR DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT: Reservations are accepted by Checks only.

ARRANGEMENTS: The tour price is based on the current rate of exchange, tariff rates and air fares in effect 8/1/2011. In the event of a marked increase in foreign currency in air tariff, in hotel, or transportation rates, notification will be mailed to tour members in writing no later than 30 days prior to departure.

TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE: You will have the opportunity to purchase an insurance policy to cover you should you have to cancel for a medical reason. In the event you elect not to purchase the trip cancellation insurance, penalties will be implemented according to the terms below.

CANCELLATION: $50.00 per person administration fee if written notification is received 100 days or more prior to departure date. Between 100-61 days prior to departure, $500.00 per person penalty will apply. After that date the following will apply to cover the considerable penalties of the different suppliers. 50% of the land rate and, if greater, any other expenses incurred on behalf of the passenger. For air portion, the regulation of the carrier will apply.

AIRLINE MILEAGE PROGRAM: Eskin Tours’ programs are based on negotiated group air fares with various airlines. Some of the airlines may not offer mileage credit when traveling on a group fare.

INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE TRAVEL: One piece of checked luggage is allowed on the tour. Its combined total measurement (length+width+height)  cannot exceed 62 inches and 50 lbs. You are also allowed one carry-on per person  with a total measurement of 45 inches. All special requests that we receive for particular seating arrangement (must be noted on your reservation form as you sign up for the tour) are forwarded to the airline involved. However, we regret in this time of mass travel and computerized seating reservations; we cannot guarantee or be responsible in the event that your request is not honored by the airline. Should you wish to deviate from the package tour by changing your departure and/or return dates of travel, there will be a service charge of $100.00 per person, plus the additional cost of the change in air fare.

RESPONSIBILITY: Eskin Tours of 425 Huehl Rd., #16A, Northbrook, IL 60062,  and/or any travel agency and/or suppliers of services pursuant to or in connection with this itinerary shall not be responsible or become liable for any delay incurred by any person in connection with any means of transportation; nor for any loss, damage or injury to person or property by reason of any event beyond the control of any agency or supplier, or occurring without the fault or negligence of such agency or supplier. The right is reserved to substitute the airline; the type of aircraft; and to alter the dates of the tour; the tour routing; or to cancel the trip if a minimum number of bookings is not reached for either the land or air portion of this itinerary. The right is also reserved to Substitute hotels for other hotels in similar category. Further, the right is reserved to decline, to accept, or to retain, at any time, any person as a participant on any tour. No refund will be made for voluntary absence from a portion of the tour, unless arrangements are made at the time of booking. The carriers concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time passengers are not on board their plane or conveyance. The passage contract in use by a carrier concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the carrier and the purchaser of this tour. By utilizing the travel services of the suppliers, you agree that neither Eskin Tours nor any representative of Eskin Tours shall be liable, or that you will look to such suppliers, for any accident, injury, property damage, or personal loss to you or to those traveling with you in connection with any accommodations, transportation, or other travel services, or resulting directly or indirectly from any occurrences or conditions beyond Eskin Tours control, including, but not limited to, acts of terrorism, political unrest, war, defects in vehicles, breakdown of equipment, strikes, theft, delay or cancellation of or changes in itineraries or schedules, or a disease outbreak 

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY:   

Eskin Tours International, Inc.
425 Huehl Road, Unit 16A

Northbrook, IL 60062-2323

(847) 291-1510
(800-315-9179)



E-mail: eskintours@sbcglobal.net
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                            RESERVATION FORM


  (Choir)
Make checks payable to:  Eskin Tours International, Inc. and mail to: Eskin Tours, 425 Huehl Rd #16A, Northbrook, IL 60062-2323     $300.00 per person deposit is required
Name: _____________________________________________Date of Birth_________________________ 

As it appears on your passport

Tel:___________________________Cell__________________Email______________________________

Name:_____________________________________________Date of Birth_________________________ 

As it appears on your passport.

Address: ___________________________________City:________________State & Zip_________________

I will share a room with __________________________ Signature_________________________________   

  ______ I desire a single room at $550.00 additional       I (we) agree to the tour conditions. 


            
