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The Power 
of Death 

 

ñNow from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth 

hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice saying, óMy God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?ôé  And 

Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up His Spirit.ò    Matthew 27:45-46, 50 

 

     As I write this 

article, it seems as 

though the 

Christmas season 

was just a few 

weeks ago.  Now 

this month weôll 

anticipate Ash 

Wednesday and 

the season of Lent.  

Weôll move from the birth of Jesus to His death in a few 

short months as we move through the first half of the 

Church calendar year. 

     Itôs an irony, yet itôs true:  there is great power in 

death.  Though a body lies lifeless in an open casket, 

there is power in death.  When a loved one dies, 

schedules and agendas and expenses are 

manipulated and managed with nary a thought, and, 

all on your calendars that was deemed important, 

pales in significance when confronted with the loss of 

someone whose life had been intertwined with yours 

for many years.  There is great power in death.  Tears 

of sorrow and grief are unleashed unabashedly, and it 

doesnôt matter who hears your sobbing.  Death is 

relentless.  Its finality defies comprehension.  It canôt 

be predicted or compartmentalized to just one 

segment of our society.  Itôs breadth and scope 

reaches into every family, every nation and culture in 

the world, every age, every person, one by one or in 

vast multitudes. 

     As I write this article it is Thursday, January 14
th
.  

An earthquake just struck Haiti two days ago.  The 

world seemed to stop and hold its breath for a few 

hours, and then the power of death began to mobilize 

nations around the world to respond and provide 

relief.  Tens of thousands have died and will be 

buried.  A nation will grieve for years to come as it 

struggles to rebuild. 

     Some 2,000 years ago another death occurred 

which was far more powerful.  The earth turned dark 

and seemed to stop on her axis.  Godôs Son hung 

dead on a cross.  The same grief and despair and 

fear gripped His followers for some three days.  The 

earth quaked.  Rocks were split.  The curtain of the 

temple was ripped from top to bottom.  Tombs 

opened, and the faithful in those tombs came alive.   

Jesus did not die quietly.  His breath didnôt just slip 

away as in the darkness of night.  He cried out loudly, 

and died.   

     Have you ever pondered Christôs death on His 

cross and the power His death has upon you and the 

entire world?  His is the power to forgive and save.  

His is the power to rise from that death.  His is the 

power to give and share life over death with those 

who believe.   

     As we begin our Lenten journey this year, I invite 

you to join fellow brothers and sisters in Christ and 

learn again of His power over death. 

May God go with you in your Lenten pilgrimage. 
 

--Pastor Lindner 

Just
Fishinõ

 



LIFE LINES February 2010 Volume 24, Number 2 

Mid-Week Lenten Series 

ñOur Saviorôs Wounded Bodyò 
     As you read our opening article in this monthôs 

issue of LifeLines it seems only fitting that we 

continue that theme for our Mid-Week Lenten 

services.  Ash Wednesday begins that journey on 

February 17
th
 with services at 7:00 P.M.  Our Lenten 

series this year will have us better understanding ñOur 

Saviorôs Wounded Body.ò  As our Savior bled and 

died, what did His body go through?  What was the 

power in His wounded body as He died?  How have 

we been healed through His wounded body?  Our 

Lenten series will share these insights from Scripture. 
 

Ash Wednesday  Feb. 17 @ 7:00 P.M. 

(with Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion) 
ñHis Humbled Headò 
Mark 15:16-20 
 

Lenten Mid-Week II Feb. 24 @ 7:00 P.M. 
ñHis Holy Handsò 
Matthew 27:35-42 
 

Lenten Mid-Week III March 3 @ 7:00 P.M. 
ñHis Battered Backò 
John 19:1 
 

Lenten Mid-Week IV March 10@ 7:00 P.M. 
ñHis Faithful Feetò 
Matthew 28:9 
 

Lenten Mid-Week V 
ñThe Saviorôs Sideò 
John 19:28-35 
 

Lenten Mid-Week VI March 24 @7:00 P.M. 
ñHis Broken Bonesò 
John 19: 31-36 
 
 
 

Holy Thursday  April 1 @7:00 P.M. 
(with Holy Communion) 
ñHis Bloodò 
Luke 22:7-20 
 
 
 

Good Friday   April 2 @ 7:00 P.M. 
The Office of Tenebrae 
 
 

Easter    April 4 @ 8 & 10:45 A.M. 
ñWhoôs Wounded Now?ò 
John 20:1-18 
 

May we 
all grow 
in grace 
and faith 
during 
our 
Lenten 
journey. 
 
--Pastor Lindner 

 

 

in  
Febr uary  

 

7 February:  Epiphany V 
 

Texts:  Isaiah 6: 1-8;  I Corinthians 14: 12-20;  
Luke 5: 1-11 
Sermon Hymn:  ñHow Clear is Our Vocation Lord,ò 
LSB 853 
Sermon:  ñOn Christian Balanceò 
The adult choir will lead the congregation in setting of 
the hymn ñEvening and Morningò as well as the 
sermon hymn.  The anthem is entitled ñOn Wings of 
Eagles.ò 
 

14 February:  Festival of the Transfiguration 
 

Texts:  Deuteronomy 34: 1-12; Hebrews 3: 1-6; 
Luke 9: 28-36 
Sermon Hymn:  ñTis Good, Lord, to be Here,ò  
LSB 414 
Sermon:  ñThe View from Up Hereò 
The adult choir and brass ensemble leads in this 
festival service, including a Transfiguration anthem by 
Healey Willan called ñChrist, Whose Glory Fills the 
Skies.ò 
 

21 February:  First Sunday in Lent 
 

Texts:   Deuteronomy 26: 1-11; Romans 10: 8b-13; 
Luke 4: 1-13 
Sermon Hymn:  ñMy Song is Love Unknownò LSB 430 
The childrenôs choir sings music related to the First 
Sunday in Lent which recounts Jesusô temptation in 
the wilderness for forty days. 
 

28 February:  Second Sunday in Lent 
 

Texts:   Jeremiah 26: 8-15; Philippians 3: 17-4: 1;  
Luke 13: 31-45 
Sermon Hymn:  ñWhat is the World to Me,ò 
LSB 730 
The youth choir leads the music this morning. 
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MUSIC AT MIDDAY 

ORGAN CONCERT 
 

This monthôs concert 
will be on Wednesday, 3 

February at 1.05pm with 
Benjamin Kolodziej 
performing a brief 
programme of music of 
Mendelssohn, Dupré and 
Bach.  These informal, 
informative concerts are held 
the first Wednesday of every 
month plus every Wednesday 

during Eastertide, played 
either by Benjamin 
Kolodziej or guest 
performers.   

 
 

 
 
 

 We are once 
again in need of 
housing for about 40 
college-age students 
from the Concordia 
University, Chicago, 
Kappelle Choir who 
will be performing on 
the Fine Arts/Concert 
Series on Friday, 12 
March.  If you would 
be willing to house some students (in 
groups/multiples of two), please contact Benjamin 
Kolodziej (bkolodzi@smu.edu) or Victoria Frinsko 
(vlfrinsko@tx.rr.com.)   
 
 

Fine Arts/Concert Series Presents 

the Polaris 

Woodwind Quintet 
 

The Fine Arts/Concert Series presents the Polaris 
Woodwind Quartet on Saturday, 6 February at 7pm.  
Comprised of David Gonzalez, flute; Natasha 
Merchant, oboe; Deanna Brizgys, clarinet; Shannon 
Highland, bassoon;  and Heather Test, horn, these 
performers are all professional musicians and local 
university or high school instructors. This ensemble is 
dedicated to ñseeking out and performing innovative 
and/or lesser known works by composers of all ages.ò 
Performing a programme entitled ñPortraits of 
American Music,ò the concert will feature music by 
living composers Valerie Coleman, Beata Moon, Paul 
Slavens and Kazimierz Machala, all of whom 
represent different ethnic and cultural traditions.   

The concert, particularly beneficial to students 
studying these instruments, is free and open to all.  
Visit www.lol-plano.org/finearts.htm for more 
information.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL 24
TH

, 2010! 
    The LWML will sponsor a garage sale to raise 
money for our projects. The main percentage of this 
sale will go to Lutheran Bible Translators Tim and 
Michelle Miller and family serving the Lord in 
Thailand. They are doing wonderful work on literacy 
material for the ñZò people. As most of us arenôt able 
to go to the mission field, please help support them. 

SAVE ANY ITEMS YOU MAY HAVE FOR THE 
GARAGE SALE.  

We will announce where we will collect them soon. 
 

  

Will You Accept the Challenge? 
 

   We are setting a goal of assembling at least 100 

health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  
Refugees who must flee their homes often have to 

leave so quickly that they have little time to pack 
essential items. We can help them maintain personal 
hygiene while they are living in exile or get a new start 
when they return home. 

The LWML of LOL will be accepting donations for 
the items used in these kits. LWR requests very 
specific items. Please watch for a list of items in the 
narthex and sign next to what you are able to share. 
When youôve purchased the items, place them in the 
purple box in the narthex. 
One of the items thatôs very difficult to find are 

metal nail files or nail clippers with a file attached. We 
cannot send emery boards. If anyone finds these 
items, even if you havenôt signed to bring them, 
please purchase them as we can always use them 
next year.  

This is a yearly project for our LWML, and we often 
add extra kits when requested by LWR.  

 Also, if you would like to make a monetary 
donation for the shipping of the health kits and quilts 
which we will be sending in April, you may give it to 
the church office or to someone who is in LWML. 
PLEASE MARK CLEARLY THAT THE MONEY IS 
FOR LWML! 

 Thank you for helping us to be a blessing to 
others! 
Your LWML 
Lutheran World Relief: To others, through others 

mailto:bkolodzi@smu.edu
mailto:vlfrinsko@tx.rr.com
http://www.lol-plano.org/finearts.htm
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Homebound Visitation 

Ministry 
   Ten years ago, I began venturing into working with 
seniors and nursing homes.  My mother and her 
friend started me with visiting the sick and dying.  I 
learned there are not enough flowers or puppies to 
bring on a visit.  If children 
come with you, they are 
ñuniversal grandchildrenò 
visiting that are talked to 
and watched and cuddled 
by the residents. 
 

   I gave a birthday party 
for my 86 yr old resident I visited every Saturday for 3 
years.  Her roommate shared in the party and ate not 
one, but two large pieces of birthday cake.  All had a 
great time.  Two weeks later the roommate, who had 
been dumped in the home 17 years before, died. No 
children ever visited or called.  It was her last party 
and I learned that you are never too old to celebrate. 
 

   When I saw Homebound Visitation as a starter 
ministry at LOL, I knew I did it for years and should be 
able to help.  I pray diligently for those assigned to me 
twice a day.  It is my honor to do so.  Although there 
are good days and bad relapses, the prayers go on, 
and God is the ultimate healer.  I have to stay out of 
his way praying for someone to get well when God 
wants to promote them to eternity in spite of me. 
 

   Just this week, Kathy Wilde accompanied me to 
see a woman in nursing care.  Kathy had crocheted a 
lovely afghan in many colors.  The young woman 
resident wanted to say thank you in person to Kathy.  
It was heart warming to see the patient so animated 
and grateful and Kathy pleased with the reaction to 
her work and love. I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge her ministry. 
 

   I have to be careful that visitation does not become 
a selfish endeavor for me as the rewards of 
ministering one on one are so precious.  I have many 
stories to tell, but, instead, encourage any of you who 
could volunteer to do so.  This is a new ministry for 
the laity at LOL and one that needs to grow with our 
church population. 
 

   Please pray for those who are ill and dying as it is 
just as important as praying for the unborn.  My 
mother called death ñthe last great adventure.ò I am 
glad she is enjoying her voyage through eternity.   
Someone should say goodbye and wish the dying 
both joy and an eternal peace.  Too often our seniors 
are shut away from the world in misery and silence. 
 

   Thank you for any work you can do in this area now 
or in the future as your schedule permits.  Thanks for 
reading this article about exiting life with grace and 
love. 
 

Warmest regards,  
Nikki Rhodes 
 

2nd Annual 

Easter Treasure Hunt 
March 27 

 

Mark your calendar for the morning of March 27
th
 

for the 2
nd

 annual Easter Treasure Hunt sponsored by 
the Board of Childrenôs Ministry.  Make this a tradition 
for your family as you prepare for Holy Week traveling 
through Jerusalem with a young boy during the last 
week of Jesusô life.  As you travel, you will pick up 
ñtreasuresò and make crafts which will remind you of 
the happy, sad, bittersweet 
and joyful times leading to 
the marvelous 
Resurrection.  You also will 
enjoy some breakfast 
snacks and Easter egg 
coloring. 

Although children love 
the story because it is told 
from the perspective of a 
young boy, the event is for 
everyone in the 
congregation, whether 
young or old, single, 
married, with children, or without!  Gather the 
treasures and share the message with someone you 
love.  Friends and neighbors also are welcome. 

This year, the times will be staggered, beginning 
at 10:00 am, to improve the flow and provide time to 
do the activities without feeling rushed.  To help with 
planning, watch for the board to sign up for your time 
slot in the coming weeks. 

 
What two things should 

you never get caught dead 
without? 
  

Answer:   
1.  Jesus as your Savior 
2.  A Will 
 

   Did you know that over 
50% of American adults 
have not created a will? 
   By not creating a will, by 

default you leave all of your estate decisions to the 
Court (according to state law).  The Court decides to 
whom and when to distribute your property and 
money.  They are required to distribute it according to 
strict state guidelines which may not even be your 
spouse or partner.  By law, they cannot give anything 
to your church or favorite charity, no matter how 
involved you were. 
   If you have minor children, the Court decides who 
will be their guardian(s) and how any estate onies are 
allocated to the children. 
   So, why would anyone get caught dead without 
Jesus and a Will? 
   Board of Stewardship 
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T e e n  T i m e s  
     As I write this monthôs newsletter article, I am reflecting on the weekend this past January 8 - 10 that Jonelle and 

I spent in Houston for a Youth Ministry 2010 conference. The topic was the question; ñWhatôs your worldview and 

how do we help teens know what they believe and how to express it?ò We came back having been enlightened and 

educated about how important it is for youth to be able to share their faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior and to 

show others that the Bible is the true, inerrant Word of God. Everyone these days, not just teenagers, is exposed to 

the weak beliefs that say óif you believe itôs true, itôs good enough for youô. So, if someone says to you they believe 

that the earth is flat and will stand on a hilltop shouting at the top of their voice confessing this, many people will say 

if it works for you it works for me. But, it can be scientifically and physically proven that the earth is round. We have 

to be bold enough to say, I know what I believe is true and I can prove it especially when it comes to our salvation 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ just as Jesus asked his disciples in Matthew 16: 15-16; ñWho do 

you say I am?ò Peter answered, ñYou are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.ò We returned from the weekend 

conference with new insight, resources, and teaching material to pass along to teens and there will be a session this 

spring during the Sr. IMPACT Sunday school hour.      

       This summer, the National Youth gathering in New Orleans will focus in this issue as it will be an experience to 

look, listen, and live what we believe which is what the title suggests, óWe Believeô. You can get a sample of what 

our IMPACT youth will be doing at this event by going to www.lcmsgathering.com.  

                                                                                                        

To help get there, our fundraising efforts are continuing 

this spring. This month we will have our annual 

Valentineôs Sweetheart Dinner on Saturday, February 

13
th
 at 6:00. Last yearôs dinner was a huge success and 

a lot of fun for those who attended. There were over 

fifty served and entertained by our youth. We hope you 

can join us for an evening of great food and fellowship 

while enjoying a night with your loved one. There are no 

tickets to purchase, but a sign-up sheet in the narthex 

is available for your reservation. A free will offering will 

be accepted to go toward the cost of the trip to New 

Orleans. 

      Having a serving heart is also important in our walk 

of faith. On February 28, our Jr. IMPACT will be 

assisting in worship services again. It is a privilege to 

serve our Lord in worship and I am very thankful for the 

many talents that our youth are blessed with.  

      Thank you to all who have provided encouragement 

to me, Jonelle, and the Board of Youth Ministry. 

Prayerful support is crucial to ministry and there is no 

doubt that I know this to be true when it comes to you, 

the members of Lord of Life. 

 

Godôs blessings, 

Scott Peters 

Director of Youth Ministry 

 

Did you knowé. 

Entertainment and music for last yearôs Valentineôs Sweetheart Dinner was put together and organized by the youth 

themselves? 

http://www.lcmsgathering.com/
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LOL CARE GROUPS 
CAREERS IN CHRIST CARE GROUP 

À For info contact Heidi Pittson at (214) 227-2532 or 
Carrie Sanford (972) 447-9358 

 

MOMSô GROUP 

À For info contact Kris Crabtree at 214-705-0710 or 
crabtreefive@sbcglobal.net 

 

MIXED BLESSINGS CARE GROUP 

À For info contact Fred and Ruth Bernhardt at (972) 
398-0771 

À Meet February 6
th
 at 6:30 pm 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

GOOD NEWS CARE GROUP 

À For info contact Chris Oltm0ann at 972-727-6330  

À Usually meet the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month at 6:30 
pm for Bible study 

 

EMPTY NESTERSô CARE GROUP 

À For info contact Tony and Nevelle Vess at (972) 931-
5748 

À Will meet February 20
th
  in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 

pm 
 

 

 

 
 

1 Bette Martin 

3 John Clark 

4 Cheryl Scaglione 

6 Sal Cruz 

6 Dee Peters 

6 Tom Womack 

6 Mark Prestemon 

7 Dorothy Meyer 

8 Marty Buckmeier 

11 Wayne Massie 

11 Paula Prestemon 

11 April Schutz 

12 Cleo Burlingame 

12 *Al and Linda McVicker (28 years) 

13 Stephen Belcher 

14 *Tom and Karen Ashburn (45) 

19 Charles Hacker 

19 Jonathan Stevens 

20 Rueben Martin 

21 Corrine Nelson 

22 Patricia Sanderford 

23 Sarah Loewecke 

25 Alicia Abel 

26 Michael Hawkins 

27 Kelsey Crabtree 

27 Bailey Lund 

28 Kris Crabtree 

28 Julie Baker 

28 Kate Lutek 

28 Susan Pittson 

Jacob Hacker 

is a 

ñNorth Texas Kidò 
     This drawing was submitted by Jacob Hacker and 

was selected to 

be the cover 

design for the 

January issue of 

North Texas Kids. 
 

     We join North 

Texas in 

congratulating 

Jacob for his very 

fun and colorful 

drawing.  Our LOL 

kids, and youth 

continue to do 

amazing things in 

our midst, and we 

are blessed! 
 

Thanks Jacob! 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Emily Brown ï 2-1-05 
Lauren Howe ï 2-12-06 

mailto:crabtreefive@sbcglobal.net
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LOL Mission Report - 2009 
 

                 ñPRAISE BE TO... GOD...  
                            WHO HAS BLESSED US... 
WITH EVERY SPIRITUAL BLESSING IN CHRIST!ò 

 
 

   Those blessings are especially apparent in the 
report of how generously we have been able to 
support the Lordôs work with our offerings at Lord of 
Life in the year just ended.  
   But it doesnôt stop there.  It is equally apparent that 
we are fully aware of the fact that we have been 
blessed to be a blessing.  As a result, we have been 
able to support the proclamation of the Gospel far 
beyond our local congregation. 
   Statistics can sometimes be boring, but these are 
significant:  Following our commitment to support the 
mission endeavors of the Lutheran ChurchðMissouri 
Synod, 10% of all offerings to the general fund are 
forwarded to the Texas District.  In 2009, that 
amounted to just over $ 62,000.   
   In addition to that, the Board of Elders is 
responsible for allocating 5% of all offerings to the 
general fund to support the sharing of Godôs love 
through the ministries of social service agencies, 
mission organizations and congregations. This 

enabled us to 
share an additional 
$31,000 to address 
both the physical 
and spiritual needs 
of Godôs people in 
various locations 
here at home and 
abroad. 
   But thatôs not all!  
Our response to 
special needs in 
the form of what 
are sometimes 

called ñdoor offerings,ò resulted in gifts of just over $ 
14,000.  They included things like the angel tree and 
ñBible sticksò for distribution to military personnel. 
   That brings the grand total of our mission giving in 
2009 to just over $ 107,000, which is approximately 
17% of our gifts to the Lord. 
   What better way to sum it all up than with the words 
of St Paul to the Corinthians:   
   ñThis service that you perform is not only supplying 
the needôs of Godôs people but is also overflowing in 
many expressions of thanks to God.  Because of the 
service by which you have proved yourselves, men 
will praise God for the obedience that accompanies 
your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your 
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone 
else.  And in their prayers for you their hearts will go 
out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has 
given you.  Thanks be to God for his indescribable 
gift.ò  (2 Corinthians 9:12-15) 
                                            Pastor Dave Thierfelder 

January 7, 2010 
 
 

Dear Pastor Lindner and  
Members of Lord of Life Lutheran Church: 
 
 

     Thank you for your generous gift of $1,000 to 
Texas Partners in Mission.  This gift provides direct 
support to over 80 missionaries, men and women, 
ordained and lay, who share the Gospel hope of 
Jesus Christ in over 15 languages right here in 
Texas.  This is a wonderful story of Pentecost in the 
21

st
 century! 

 

     May God bless your ministry as you disciple your 
members and reach out to the lost.  May God 
continue to bless the missionaries who lead the 
outreach mission of our Texas District.  May God 
bless our partnership in the Gospel! 
 

     I again thank you for the leadership role you will 
play in hosting the September 19-21, 2010 Texas 
District Board of Directors & Executive Staff Retreat.  
This will be an important opportunity for us to share 
the story of our Lutheran Hymn Festival and the 
greater DFW missions with our district leaders. 
 
In His and your service, 
Michael Fuchs 
Director of Development 
817-427-2723 home office 
MichaelFuchs@txdistrictlcms.org 
 

�g�g�g 
 
 
 
January 12, 2010 

Attn: Rev. John Lindner 
 

Dear Rev. Lindner and 
Members: 
 

The Dallas Hispanic 
Ministry would like to 
thank you for the Christmas gifts donated to our 
ministry.  It was a great joy to see the happy faces of 
needy families in the East Dallas metro area rejoicing 
during this past season.  Your contribution of 
$7,800.00 was greatly appreciated by all the families 
enrolled in our Christmas program and has made a 
difference in their lives. 
 

Thank you for your generous donations and may God 
keep blessing you and your families. 
 
Pastor Hirem Orea 
Dallas Hispanic Ministry 
revhiramorea@yahoo.com 
 
 


